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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Twenty-fourth Report — “Annual Report 2014–15” — Tabling 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [9:59 am]: I present for tabling the twenty-fourth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, “Annual Report 2014–15”. 

[See paper 3293.] 

Mr P.B. WATSON: The principal role of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and 
Crime Commission, as provided for in standing order 289 of the Legislative Assembly, is to “monitor and report 
to Parliament on the exercise of the functions of the Corruption and Crime Commission and the Parliamentary 
Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission”. This annual report is the third that outlines the work of the 
committee in this the thirty-ninth Parliament. 

This past financial year the committee has tabled a number of reports in Parliament. Much of the committee’s 
work this year has dealt with inquiring into, and reporting on, the tensions between the CCC and 
Western Australia Police. Importantly, the committee completed its inquiry into the working relationship 
between the CCC and WA Police. This inquiry’s report identified a number of tensions between the commission 
and WA Police. The committee is pleased to note that there appears to be a much healthier relationship between 
the two bodies than was previously the case, and looks forward to all recommendations in that report being 
adopted. 

One of the more significant matters that created tension was the decision of the parliamentary inspector, 
Hon Michael Murray, QC, to request in December 2014 that WAPOL inquire into a number of allegations of 
misconduct made against CCC officers. The parliamentary inspector’s interim report on these matters was tabled 
on 17 June 2015 and received significant media coverage. The CCC also reported to Parliament in November 
2014 on significant structural changes that it had made since the allegations had been made about its staff. 

The past year has seen the appointment of Hon John McKechnie, QC, to the role of Commissioner of the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. He commenced work on 28 April 2015 following the retirement of former 
commissioner Mr Roger Macknay on 14 April 2014. As the committee pointed out in its fifteenth report, 
“Ensuring the timely appointment of a new Corruption and Crime Commissioner”, having the state’s chief 
integrity agency without a full-time permanent commissioner was a dire situation for the CCC to be in, given the 
challenges it faced during 2014–15. The committee sincerely hopes that the situation does not recur. The 
Attorney General accepted the committee’s recommendation in the fifteenth report to amend the Corruption and 
Crime Commission Act 2003 to allow the CCC commissioner to retain any judicial pension applicable while 
additionally being remunerated at the rate of a Supreme Court judge. This assisted the government in appointing 
a suitably qualified person to the role. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the people who appeared as witnesses before the committee over 
the past 12 months, as well as those who made themselves and their facilities available for committee briefings. 
In particular, I would like to thank the two acting CCC commissioners, Mr Neil Douglas and 
Mr Christopher Shanahan, SC, who shouldered a substantial load in the yearlong hiatus following the resignation 
of the former commissioner and the commencement of Mr McKechnie, QC. 

I would also like to thank the WAPOL commissioner, Dr Karl O’Callaghan, APM, and the parliamentary 
inspector, Hon Michael Murray, QC, and their staff for assisting the committee to effectively carry out its 
oversight role. In addition, I would like to thank the Public Sector Commissioner, Mr Mal Wauchope, and his 
staff for working towards the smooth transition of responsibility for oversight of minor misconduct to the 
Public Sector Commission from 1 July 2015 as a result of changes to the CCC act. 

I would also like to thank my fellow committee members: the committee’s Chairman, Hon Nick Goiran, MLC, 
member for South Metropolitan Region; Mr Nathan Morton, MLA, member for Forrestfield; and 
Hon Adele Farina, MLC, member for South West Region. The committee members were ably supported in their 
work by the committee’s secretariat, Dr David Worth and Ms Jovita Hogan, who continue to provide 
professional and timely support to the committee. 
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